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SECRET TRIPOLI 0982 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MASS LY FR UR 

SUBJECT: LIBYAN ACQUISITION AND MAINTENANCE OF MILITARY 
AIRCRAFT 

1. LOCKHEED REP MURPHY, WHO IS IN CHARGE OF C-130 MAINTENANCE 
PROGRAM AT EX-WHEELUS AIR BASE, WAS TOLD BY LT COL FERJANI, 
LIBYAN AIR FORCE COMMANDER, THAT LIBYA HAD SO FAR BOUGHT 
NO RPT NO SOVIET AIRCRAFT "FOR ITS OWN USE". FERJANI 

HAS MADE TWO TRIPS TO MOSCOW RECENTLY. FERJANI COMMENTED 
THAT IF U.S. AND FRANCE WERE NOT MORE FORTHCOMING, LIBYAN 
AIR FORCE WOULD BE FORCED TO TURN TO SOVIET UNION FOR ITS 
EQUIPMENT. MURPHY TOLD US THERE WERE STRAINS BETWEEN 
LIBYANS AND FRENCH MIRAGE TECHNICIANS AT BASE. ABOUT 
HALF OF THIRTY MIRAGES STATIONED THERE WERE GROUNDED 
BECAUSE OF MAINTENANCE PROBLEMS. 

2. MURPHY HAS TOLD LOCKHEED MANAGEMENT THAT EIGHT C-130'S 
IN LIBYA COULD NOT BE SUPPORTED MUCH LONGER WITH PRESENT 
TRICKLE OF SPARE PARTS. HE SAID LIBYANS ARE THINKING OF 
SENDING C- 130’S TO OVERHAUL FACILITY IN BRITAIN (MARSHALL 
CO.). MURPHY POINTED OUT THIS COULD RAISE QUESTION OF 
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APPROVAL FOR PROVISION OF SPARES FOR LIBYAN C-130’S VIA 
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THIS FACILITY. 

3. RECENT ACQUISITION OF LAF WERE FEW YUGOSLAV JET 
TRAINERS WHICH TOOK PART IN AIR DEMONSTRATION SEPT 1. 

THESE ARE SO NEW THEY STILL CARRY YUGOSLAV MARKINGS. 

STEIN 
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